
 

 

June 7, 2023 

 

The Honorable Edward Markey 

U.S. Senate                                                      

255 Dirksen Senate House Office Building                    

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Donald Norcross 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2427 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Rand Paul 

U.S. Senate                                                                            

295 Russell Senate Office Building                                    

Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable Don Bacon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2104 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

 

Dear Senators and Representatives: 

 

We are writing to express our strong opposition to the Modernizing Opioid Treatment Access Act (MOTAA). As 

DEA licensed prescribers, many of whom work every day with people with opioid use disorder (OUD), we are 

deeply concerned with the opioid overdose crisis in this country. We know too well that overprescribing by well-

intentioned health care providers is the primary cause of the current opioid crisis, so we can certainly anticipate 

that this proposed legislation will result in dangerous unintended consequences. MOTAA is deeply flawed in its 

underlying assumptions, unsupported by the available evidence, and likely to cause increased diversion, misuse, 

overdoses, and death. We recognize the limited bandwidth policy makers have for any one issue, and we sincerely 

wish the attention available for OUD treatment policy wasn’t being squandered on a plan that will not increase the 
number of people in care but which will, tragically, result in more deaths. 

 

There is a substantial body of evidence demonstrating that deregulating methadone prescribing for opioid use 

disorder is dangerous, as described here: 

 

First, two recent studies1,2 have shown that liberalizing take-home doses of methadone during the COVID 

pandemic, even with robust anti-diversion protocols employed by OTPs, was associated with increased 

methadone-related fatalities. While these conclusions are open to discussion, they should give us pause. At the 

very least, more study is needed to understand the impact that even incrementally decreasing methadone controls 

has on the public health. Dismantling protections that have served well for nearly 50 years should not be done 

impulsively, but rather only after thorough study and expert analysis. This is especially true if deregulation does 

not, in fact, lead to more people in care. 

 

Second, Strang et al found that “Introduction of supervised methadone dosing was followed by substantial declines 
in deaths related to overdose of methadone in both Scotland and England.” The results indicate “at least a fourfold 

reduction in deaths due to methadone related overdose” despite significant increases in methadone prescribing in 
both countries during the same period.3  

 

 
1 Kaufman DE, Kennalley AL, McCall KL, Piper BJ. Examination of methadone-involved overdoses during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Forensic Science International. 2023;344:111579. doi: 10.1016/j.forsciint.2023.111579. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 

36739850; PMCID: PMC9886385. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/36739850 
2 Kleinman RA, Sanches M. Methadone-involved overdose deaths in the United States before and during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2023 Jan 1;242:109703. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109703. Epub 2022 Nov 19. PMID: 

36516551; PMCID: PMC9674402. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/36516551 
3 Strang J, Hall W, Hickman M, Bird SM. Impact of supervision of methadone consumption on deaths related to methadone 

overdose (1993-2008): analyses using OD4 index in England and Scotland. British Medical Journal. 2010;341:c4851 

doi:10.1136/bmj.c4851 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/aA08CL9RgyhkR2BEFBikri?domain=ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ff51CM86jzU2qYBEHkw8oh?domain=ncbi.nlm.nih.gov


 

 

Third, and most compelling, multiple federal agencies reported that unregulated methadone prescribing practices 

by non-OTP doctors for pickup in pharmacies led to thousands of increased deaths every year in the 2000s.4,5,6,7,8 

 

Given the overwhelming evidence that physician prescribing of methadone without supervised administration 

results in significant numbers of overdose and death, it’s clear that the MOTAA will create similar results.  As such, 
we implore you to retract your bill and focus on meaningful improvements in access that won’t endanger lives of 
so many thousands of Americans. 

 

In addition to the grave danger posed by your proposed legislation, analysis of the available data shows, 

geographic access to opioid treatment programs for methadone is generally very good and only lacking in sparsely 

populated rural areas unlikely to be served by a board-certified addiction doctor in the first place. So, the real 

problem our country faces is a lack of economic access to treatment. In large parts of the country, including parts 

hit especially hard by the opioid crisis, there is no Medicaid expansion and patients have to self-fund their care. 

This results in exceedingly high drop-out rates, which we have seen worsen as high inflation continues. Further, we 

know utilization of Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) increases when other sources of funding, rather than the 

patients’ meager pocketbooks, are available. We need the political will to do the hard work of committing funding 
to assure economic access to care. Medicare stepped in to be a funder of last resort for patients in need of 

hemodialysis. MAT is a far cheaper intervention, and OUD kills people at a much younger average age compared to 

renal failure.  

 

We know that politics is the “art of the possible” and that regulatory changes are easy relative to addressing the 

systemic injustices that lead to addiction and deaths of despair. We also know that addressing OUD is a potential 

opportunity for bipartisan collaboration. However, MOTAA is too flawed and too dangerous to be the focal point 

for effort in this regard, and we urge you to work with stakeholders on the frontlines of the epidemic, like us, to 

identify solutions to safely and effectively expand access to treatment for Americans. We welcome that dialogue 

and the opportunity to work with you to enact meaningful addiction policy solutions. While we oppose MOTAA, 

we appreciate your understanding of the critical urgency in ending the opioid epidemic.  

 

Thank you for your consideration and for your work on behalf of the American people. If you have any questions or 

would like to discuss this further, please contact Ben Nordstrom, MD, PhD at 

Benjamin.Nordstrom@bhgrecovery.com.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Benjamin Nordstrom, MD, PhD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Pasadena, CA  

 

 

 
4 Center for Substance Abuse Treatment. Methadone-Associated Mortality: Report of a National Assessment. 2003. SAMHSA 

Publication No. 04-3904. https://atforum.com/documents/CSAT-MAM_Final_rept.pdf 
5 US Department of Justice, National Drug Intelligence Center. Methadone Diversion, Abuse, and Misuse: Deaths Increasing at 

Alarming Rate. 2007. Product No. 2007-Q0317-001. https://www.justice.gov/archive/ndic/pubs25/25930/index.htm  
6 Center for Substance Abuse Treatment. Methadone Mortality – A Reassessment: Report of the Meeting. 2007. NCJ No. 

237260. https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/summary-report-meeting-methadone-mortality-reassessment  
7 U.S. Government Accountability Office. Methadone Associated Overdose Deaths: Factors Contributing to Increased Deaths and 

Efforts to Prevent Them. 2009. GAO 09-341. https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-09-341.pdf 
8 Center for Substance Abuse Treatment. Methadone Mortality – A Reassessment. 2010. https://cdn.vox-

cdn.com/uploads/chorus_asset/file/19541909/Methadone_Mortality_A_2010_Reassessment.0.pdf 
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Gary Holland, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Cullman, AL 

 

Bianca Crenshaw, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Bessember, AL 

 

William Lemons, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Birmingham, AL 

 

Michaelyn Parker, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Mobile, AL 

 

Woodie Fritz, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Opelika, AL 

 

Gary Cowen, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Jasper, AL 

 

Amy Kelley, CRNP, FNP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Gadsden, AL 

 

Roy Sims, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Jasper, AL 

 

Donald Brobst, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Birmingham, AL 

 

Charles Brockwell, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Anniston, AL 

 

William Lievens, MD 

New Season 

Montgomery, AL 

 

David Atchley, MD 

Huntsville Metro Treatment Center 

Huntsville, AL 

 

 

James Hooper, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Tuscaloosa, AL 

 

James McGlamery, MD 

La Frontera 

Tuscon, AZ 

 

Teresa Maxwell, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Little Rock, AR 

 

Carl Birondo, NP 

BAART Programs 

Boyle Heights, CA 

 

David Strawbridge, PA-C 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Glendale, CA 

 

Cosmas Nwosu, PA 

BayMark Health Services 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Ragaa Iskarous, MD 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Norwalk, CA 

 

Peter Lang, DO 

Loma Linda University Health 

Loma Linda, CA 

 

Carl Smith, PA 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Stanton, CA 

 

Marc Lasher, DO 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Fresno, CA 

 

Leigh Ford, NP 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Stockton, CA 

 

Claire Nelson, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Redlands, CA 

 

 



 

 

Christina Kinnevey, MD 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Fairfield, CA 

 

Daryoosh Sami, MD 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Glendale, CA 

 

David Sami, MD 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Glendale, CA 

 

Lakai Banks-Dean, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Redlands, CA 

 

Diomedes Remigio, PA 

BayMark Health Services 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Daniel Ramos, PA 

BAART Programs 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Aileen Burns, PA-C 

Shasta Regional Medical Center 

Eureka, CA 

 

Nishi Dhanota, PA 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Marysville, CA 

 

Kimberly Conley, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Hesperia, CA 

 

Randall Paul, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Santa Barbara, CA 

 

Beth Reid, FNP 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Chico, CA 

 

George Girgis, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Bakersfield, CA 

 

 

Barry Solof, MD, FASAM 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Redlands, CA 

 

Robert Southmayd, DO, MS, FCOG, FCOAM 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Stockton, CA 

 

P. Curly Johnson, FNP-C 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Stockton, CA 

 

Richard Fury, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Marysville, CA 

 

Shawn Chowdhury, PA 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Ontario, CA 

 

Christianah Adeduro, NP 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Lancaster, CA 

 

Beth Meyer-Frank, NP 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Oxnard, CA 

 

Joni Gardner, NP 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Atascadero, CA 

 

Richard Park, MD 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Ventura, CA 

 

Jonah Celestino, PA 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Bakersfield, CA 

 

Nancy Brockington, MD 

Open Door Health Centers 

Arcata, CA 

 

Joseph Tippetts, PA-C 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Redding, CA 

 

 



 

 

Vinh Ho, PA 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Aimee McNulty, NP 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Oxnard, CA 

 

Harvey Raskind, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers  

Canoga Park, CA 

 

Jiseung Yoon, MD 

Loma Linda University Behavioral Medicine Center  

Irvine, CA 

 

Daniel Radnia, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Robert Hamilton, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Modesto, CA 

 

Muhammad Gill, MD 

Aegis Treatment Centers 

Bakersfield, CA 

 

Katelyn Sharp, NP 

CORE Medical Clinic, Inc.  

Sacramento, CA 

 

Trudi Petersen, NP 

BAART Programs 

Richmond, CA 

 

William Quismorio, MD 

BAART Programs  

Antioch, CA 

 

Khaled Aqeel, MD 

BayMark Health Services 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Debra Hexom, NP 

SOAP MAT, LLC 

Oceanside, CA 

 

 

Brian Talleur, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Modesto, CA 

 

Anastassia Linkova, NP 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Los Angeles, CA 

 

Solomon Tefera, PA 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Fullerton, CA 

 

Amanda Zapata, PA 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Panorama City, CA 

 

Sayeh Partovi, PA 

Western Pacific Med Corp 

Reseda, CA 

 

Renan Rojas, MD 

Progressive Medical Specialists, LLC 

San Diego, CA 

 

Brad Goolsby, PA-C 

Acadia CTC 

Chula Vista, CA 

  

Myrna Razo, FNP-BC 

Mission Treatment Services 

Escondido, CA 

  

Jennifer Knodle, NP 

Denver Recovery Group 

Denver, CO 

 

Zoran Vukadinovic, MD 

University of Colorado 

Denver, CO 

 

Linh Nguyen, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Fort Collins, CO 

 

Steven Young, MD 

Colorado Treatment Services 

Colorado Springs, CO 

 

 



 

 

Martin Bloch, MD 

Behavioral Health Group  

Longmont, CO 

 

Mark Kraus, MD, DABAM, DFASAM 

Connecticut Counseling Centers 

Waterbury, CT 

 

Amy Chai, MD, MS 

Connecticut Counseling Centers 

Waterbury, CT 

 

Bellamkonda Raghu, MD 

Connecticut Counseling Centers 

Waterbury, CT 

 

Cherie Bochenko, APRN 

Root Center for Advanced Recovery  

Hartford, CT 

 

Jacqueline Harris, MD 

Connecticut Counseling Centers 

Danbury, CT 

 

Katherine Welty, MD 

Acadia Longwood Clinical Treatment Center 

Winter Garden, FL 

 

Sara Baker, APRN 

Operation PAR, Inc. 

Clearwater, FL  

 

Mary Sheehan, MD 

Operation PAR, Inc. 

Port Richey, FL 

 

James Gaal, DO, FACP, FACOI 

AppleGate Recovery 

Clermont, FL 

 

Sanchesca Brown, NP 

Florida Cancer Specialists & Research Institute 

Fort Myers, FL 

 

Cheryl McLean, APRN 

Operation PAR, Inc.  

Clearwater, FL 

 

 

Brian MacDowell, MD 

Operation PAR, Inc. 

Clearwater, FL 

 

Michael Sheehan, MD 

Operation PAR, Inc. 

Clearwater, FL 

 

Richard Abitria, MD, MPH 

Acadia CTC 

Jacksonville, FL 

 

Vinod Singh, MD 

New Season  

Lehigh Acres, FL 

 

Larisa Elberg, MD 

New Season  

Hollywood, FL 

 

Allison Hanley, MD 

New Season 

Orlando, FL 

 

Salvador Miguel Simo, MD 

New Season 

West Palm Beach, FL 

 

Edward Kurz, MD 

Colonial Management 

Tampa, FL 

 

Laura Wehry, MD 

Pensacola Metro Treatment Center 

Cantonment, FL 

 

Mark Stavros, MD, FACEP, FASAM 

Maric Healthcare 

Pensacola, FL 

 

Kay McKnight, PA 

Outpatient MAT 

Coral Springs, FL 

 

Bradwell McAlister, MD 

Lanier Treatment Center 

Gainesville, GA 

 

 



 

 

Carl Smith, MD 

The Pittard Clinic 

Toccoa, GA 

 

Millie Alexander, FNP-C 

Lanier Treatment Center 

Gainesvville, GA 

 

Christian Jansen, MD 

New Season 

Savannah, GA 

 

Lawrence Powell, MD 

Bright Star Healthcare Group  

McDonough, GA 

 

Akinlawon Ayeni, MD 

New Season 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Cynthia Jones, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Boise, ID 

 

Cheryl Westmoreland, MD 

BayMark Health Services 

Lafayette, IN 

 

Nicole Courtney, NP 

AppleGate Recovery 

Indianapolis, IN 

 

Oranu Ibekie, MD 

IU School of Medicine 

Merrillville, IN 

 

Paul Mulhausen, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Swisher, IA 

 

Chelsea Sparks, NP 

AppleGate Recovery 

Crestview Hills, KY 

 

Mark Jackson, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Lexington, KY 

 

 

Tonya Workman, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Paintsville, KY 

 

Laura Combs, APRN 

Behavioral Health Group 

Paducah, KY 

 

Mary Jo Pitts, APRN 

AppleGate Recovery 

Middletown, KY 

 

Erika Ruth, MD 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Louisville, KY 

 

Lori Nation Legrand, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Georgetown, KY 

 

Chandre Sergent Bourne, APRN 

Behavioral Health Group 

Berea, KY 

 

Terri Cornett, APRN 

Behavioral Health Group 

Bowling Green, KY 

 

Irwin Cohen, MD, FASAM 

Behavioral Health Group 

Crestwood, KY 

 

Lisa Breaux, NP 

AppleGate Recovery 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

Mallarie Toms, NP 

AppleGate Recovery 

Calhoun, LA 

 

Brandy Peacock, FNP 

AppleGate Recovery 

Bossier City, LA 

 

Lindsay Ferrington, PA 

Behavioral Health Group 

Shreveport, LA 

 

 



 

 

Janice Penton, NP 

BAART Programs 

Hammond, LA 

 

Melissa Brock 

AppleGate Recovery 

Monroe, LA 

 

Kim Lange, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

New Orleans, LA 

 

Suzanne Thurman, NP 

BAART Programs 

Hammond, LA 

 

Philip Isherwood, MD, FASAM 

AppleGate Recovery 

Shreveport, LA 

 

Bertresea Evans, MSN, ARNP, FNP-C, PMHNP-BC 

Behavioral Health Group 

Shreveport, LA 

 

Timothy Carnes, MD 

Everest Recovery Center 

Manchester, ME 

 

Donna Sonner, NP 

Everest Recovery Center 

Brunswick, ME 

 

Joseph Py, DO 

BayMark Health Services 

Portland, ME 

 

Charlene Busman, ANP-BC 

Concerted Care Group 

Frederick, MD 

 

Orogbuo Junior Chuku, NP 

Kolmac Integrated Behavioral Health 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Ruth Ogbans, NP 

Concerted Care Group 

Baltimore, MD 

 

 

Joseph O’Leary, MD 

Kolmac Integrated Behavioral Health 

Burtonsville, MD 

 

Isabelle Chukwura, NP 

Concerted Care Group 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Babak Imanoel, DO 

BH Health Services, Inc.  

Westminster, MD 

 

Stella Agunenye, PMHNP 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Yashica Ruffin, MD 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Enrique Olivares, MD, FAPA 

Acadia Healthcare 

Cumberland, MD 

 

Eucharia Nwanegwo, NP 

Concerted Care Group 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Nora Anoruo, NP 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Erika Kane, MD, FASM 

Kolmac Integrated Behavioral Health 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Giovani Aguiar, CRNP 

Glenwood Life Counseling Center 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Barry Uzoechi, PMHNP-BC 

BD Health Solutions 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Caroline Ekey, NP 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Baltimore, MD 

 

 



 

 

Titilayo Akinsola, NP 

BD Health Services 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Mitchell Burken, MD 

Addiction Treatment Systems 

Frederick, MD 

 

Janet Mensah, NP 

Orleans Health  

Baltimore, MD 

 

Amir Yeganeh, MD 

Winchester Health  

Baltimore, MD 

 

Dr. Mohammed Kiddugavu, MD 

Pikesville Health Services 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Miranda Sanborn, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Hagerstown, MD 

 

Cameron Duffy, MD, MBA 

Phoenix Health Center 

Hagerstown, MD 

 

Sarah Merritt, MD 

Omnis Health Life 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Survival Afuecheta, NP 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Jacob Glazer, NP 

BD Health 

Baltimore, MD 

 

Keysha Jones, FNP, PMHNP-BC 

Genesis Treatment Services 

Westminster, MD 

 

Adeniran Adeleye, NP 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Essex, MD 

 

 

Victoria Pender, NP 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Belcamp, MD 

 

Judy Jones, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Oak Bluffs, MA 

 

Brian O’Connor, MD, FASAM 

Middlesex Recovery, PC 

Woburn, MA 

 

Joan Mathews, MD 

Health Care Resource Centers 

Boston, MA 

 

Deborah Robinson, NP 

Health Care Resource Centers 

Chelsea, MA 

 

Eugene Wang, DO 

Northern Michigan Substance Abuse Services 

Recovery Center 

Gaylord, MI 

 

Lorenz Kielhorn, MD 

Victory Clinic 

Kalamazoo, MI 

 

Brian McCarroll, DO 

Biomed Behavioral Healthcare 

Roseville, MI 

 

Angela Schultz, MD, FASAM 

Biomed Behavioral Healthcare 

Flint, MI 

 

Karli Smeznik, PA-C 

Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center 

Madison Heights, MI 

 

Mackenzie Lutz, PA-C 

Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center 

St. Clair Shores, MI 

 

Michael Okumura, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Gaylord, MI 

 



 

 

Janis Romanik, DO 

Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center 

Richmond, MI 

 

Lynn Walker, MD 

Harbortown Treatment Center 

Benton Harbor, MI 

 

Corey Tarbell, PA 

Behavioral Health Group 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 

 

Lilian Kigonya, MD, MPH 

Behavioral Health Group 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Kelly Adams, PA 

Behavioral Health Group 

Woodbury, MN 

 

John Egan, MD, FASAM, FACP 

New Season 

Roseville, MN 

 

Olalekan Obadiya, NP-C 

Behavioral Health Group 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Kaitlin Buckner, PA 

Behavioral Health Group 

Brooklyn Park, MN 

 

Shawn Stranckmeyer, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Springfield, MO 

 

James Palen, MD 

New Season 

Cape Girardeau, MO 

 

William Carpenter, DO, FASAM 

Behavioral Health Group 

Columbia, MO 

 

Jill Bell, NP 

BAART Programs 

Omaha, NE 

 

 

Maurice Gregory, MD 

Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson Clinic for Drug 

Abuse Treatment & Research, Inc.  

Las Vegas, NV 

 

John Athans, MD 

BayMark Health Services 

Dover, NH 

 

Michael Carr, DO 

Concord Metro Treatment Center 

Concord, NH 

 

Roland Lavallee, MD 

New Season 

Manchester, NH 

 

Zelda Wachman, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Toms River, NJ 

 

Parisa Parsa, NP 

Trenton Treatment Center 

Trenton, NJ 

 

Natalija Ovsjanikovska, MD 

Paterson Counseling Center 

Paterson, NJ 

 

Aaron Gelfand, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Phillipsburg, NJ 

 

Stephen Mannochio, MD 

Spectrum Healthcare 

Jersey City, NJ 

 

Susan Neshin, MD 

JSAS Healthcare, Inc. 

Neptune, NJ 

 

Evangelos Christoudoulou, MD 

American Habitare and Counseling, Inc. 

Newark, NJ 

 

John Holtsclaw, MD 

Urban Treatment Associates, Inc. 

Camden, NJ 

 



 

 

Frederick Kahn, MD 

Forest Recovery and Psychiatric Group 

Paramus, NJ 

 

Timothy Trapp, MD, FAAFP 

Albuquerque Treatment Services 

Albuquerque, NM  

 

Sergio Huerta, MD 

BayMark Health Services 

Albuquerque, NM 

 

Karan Mahajan, MD 

Presbyterian Health Services 

Albuquerque, NM 

 

Laura Maroldo, PA 

West Midtown Medical Group 

New York, NY 

 

Ann Boyer, MD, MS 

Concourse Medical Center 

Bronx, NY 

 

Stella Okonkwo, NP 

Wilson Professional Services Treatment Center 

Wilson, NC 

 

Adrienne Emery-Ramirez, PMHNP-BC 

Southlight Healthcare 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Chinedu Iheagwara, MD 

VA & Treatment Centers, LLC 

Kernersville & Lexington, NC 

 

Marcy Smith, NP 

Greenville Recovery Center 

Greenville, NC 

 

Meredith Anderson, NP 

Shallotte Treatment Associates 

Shallotte, NC 

 

Christina Bergen, PA 

Center for Emotional Health  

Salisbury, NC 

 

 

Andrea Ferrage, DNP 

Treatment Centers LLC 

Charlotte, NC 

 

Casey Fallon, PA-C 

Coastal Horizons Center 

Wilmington, NC 

 

Suzanne Gilden-Chiang PA-C 

BAART Programs 

Durham, NC 

 

Robyn Sanders, MD 

New Season  

Greensboro, NC 

 

Letitia Hazel, MD 

Southlight Healthcare 

Raleigh, NC 

 

Angela Booth, PA-C 

Coastal Horizons Center 

Wilmington, NC 

 

Daniel Strickland, MD 

WJ Medical Associates 

Warrensville, NC 

 

Jeffrey Seder, MD 

Bear Island Recovery Services 

Cedar Point, NC 

 

Catherine Hodsdon, PA-C 

Coastal Horizons Center 

Wilmington, NC 

 

Kristin Brockman, NP 

Morse Clinic of Durham 

Durham, NC 

 

Julie Gochnour, MD 

Morse Clinic of Zebulon 

Zebulon, NC 

 

Eric Morse, MD, DFAPA 

Morse Clinics 

Raleigh, NC 

  

 



 

 

Carroll Robertson, MD 

Greenville Treatment Center 

Greenville, NC 

 

Colleen Fink, MD 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Columbus, OH 

 

Kevin Donlon, MD, ABPM-ADM 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Columbus, OH 

 

Jennifer White, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Dayton, OH 

 

Kevin Downes, MD, MSPH 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Hamilton, OH 

 

Catherine Youngs, DO 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Akron, OH 

 

Joshua Brown, DO  

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Milford/Lebanon, OH 

 

Michael Madison, MD 

MedMark Treatment Centers 

Boardman, OH 

 

David Spears, DO 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Athens, OH 

 

Jillian Chambers, PA 

Rightway Medical 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

Mary Smith-Crase, APRN 

Rightway Medical 

Roland, OK 

 

Larry Lovelace, DO 

Rightway Medical 

Oklahoma City, OK 

 

 

Lori Peters, DO 

Rightway Medical 

McAlester, OK 

 

Jennifer Hayes, MD, MPH 

Tulsa Rightway Medical  

Tulsa, OK 

 

Nasser Khan, MD      

Acadia Healthcare 

Portland, OR 

 

Gregory Famiglio, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Williamsport, PA 

 

Jennifer Cummings, DO 

Medmark Treatment Centers 

Washington, PA 

 

Jane D’Alessandro, CRNP 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Wilkes Barre, PA 

 

Pamela Myers, CRNP 

Pinnacle Treatment Services 

Speers, PA 

 

Deanna Frank, PA 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Danielle Schultz, CRNP 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Quakertown, PA 

 

Melina Fernandez, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Lansdowne, PA 

 

Christopher Cole, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Services 

Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Sally Gillece, PA 

Pinnacle Treatment Services 

Aliquippa, PA 

 

 



 

 

Sunil Singh, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Mount Pocono, PA 

 

Kathy Nase, DO 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Quakertown, PA 

 

Daniel Brown, DO 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Sharon, PA 

 

Giana Lewis-Fairley, PA 

Behavioral Health Group 

Westerly, RI 

 

Sylvester Sviokla, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Providence, RI 

 

Allen Jackson, MD 

Charleston Behavioral Health 

Charleston, SC 

 

Dennis Wilson, MD 

New Season 

Greenville, SC 

 

Gerard Wilson, MD  

New Season  

Columbia, SC 

 

James Harber, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Spartanburg, SC 

 

Carl Witherspoon, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Spartanburg, SC 

 

Andrew Simpson, DO 

Treatment Specialists Holding Company, LLC 

Piedmont, SC 

 

Alan Laszczynski, DO 

Lexington Treatment Specialists 

West Columbia, SC 

 

 

Christopher Smith, MD 

Ascent Recovery Solutions 

Simpsonville, SC 

 

George Shotick, MD 

Crossroads Treatment Centers 

Charleston, SC 

 

William Anderson, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Spartanburg, SC 

 

Richard Sherman, DO 

Carolina Treatment Centers 

Greenville, SC 

 

Anna Mataruka, NP 

Rock Hill Treatment Specialists 

Rock Hill, SC 

 

Richard Farnham, MD 

BAART Programs 

Sioux Falls, SD 

 

Steve Weaver, MD 

AppleGate Recovery 

Jackson, TN 

 

Melinda Turner, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Nashville, TN 

 

Rikki Pleasants, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Knoxville, TN 

 

Clifford Davidson, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Knoxville, TN 

 

Sadia Dar, MD 

BayMark Health Services 

Nashville, TN 

 

Casey Merte, PA 

Behavioral Health Group 

Nashville, TN 

 

 



 

 

Neely Maddox, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Savannah, TN 

 

Bill Sekulovski, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Knoxville, TN 

 

Jo-Ann Marrs, FNP, PMHNP, DNP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Knoxville, TN 

 

John OConnell, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Memphis, TN 

 

William James, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Jackson, TN 

 

Brian Fuller, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Columbia, TN 

 

Chris Marshall, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Parsons, TN 

 

Tera Mahone, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Knoxville, TN 

 

Priyanka Priyanka, MD 

Texas Treatment Services 

Fort Worth, TX 

 

Henry Punzi, MD 

Punzi Medical Center 

Carrollton, TX 

 

Jamiee McGuire, DNP, NP-C 

Behavioral Health Group 

Dallas, TX  

 

Nick Pomonis, DO 

Texas Treatment Services – Beaumont 

Beaumont, TX 

 

 

Tim Grange, MD 

BAART Programs 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Greg Powell, PA-C 

BayMark Health Services 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Genevieve Kelley, MD 

BAART Programs 

St. Johnsbury, VT 

 

Susan Taney, NP 

Northeastern Vermont Regional Hospital 

St. Johnsbury, VT 

 

Craig Swainey, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Glen Allen, VA 

 

Rose Jacques, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Chesapeake, VA 

 

Julian Ku, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 

Robert Lowe, MD 

Pediatrics and Internal Medicine PC 

Newport News, VA 

 

Krista Pine, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Richmond, VA 

 

Monique Sessler, MD 

Pinnacle Treatment Centers 

Williamsburg, VA 

 

Gregory Pleasants, MD 

Gregory Pleasants, MDPLC 

Richmond, VA 

  

Stephanie Peglow, DO,MPH 

Behavioral Health Group 

Norfolk, VA 

 

 



 

 

Noelle Green, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Newport News, VA 

 

Mary Taiwo, NP 

Behavioral Health Group 

Chesapeake, VA 

 

Kenneth Brown, MD 

Behavioral Health Group 

Hampton Road Area, VA 

Caitlin Meliagros, NP 

The Coleman Institute 

Richmond, VA 

 

Brittany Ilagan, NP 

The Coleman Institute for Addiction Medicine & 

AppleGate Recovery 

Richmond, VA 

 

Rebecca Scott, NP 

Pulaski Medical 

Pulaski, VA 

 

Gloria Ivey-Crowe, MD 

Sellati 

Manassas, VA 

 

Jennifer Broadt, MPAS, PA-C, CAQ-Psych 

Comprehensive Healthcare 

Yakima, WA 

 

Asif Khan, MD, FASAM, FACP 

Northwest Integrated Health 

Lakewood, WA 

 

Gina Cadena-Forney, MD 

Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians 

Arlington, WA 

 

Qudsia Khan, MD 

Northwest Integrated Health 

Tacoma, WA 

 

Frank Garner, MD 

Comprehensive Healthcare 

Yakima, WA 

 

Edward Goldstein, MD 

Tacoma Pierce County Health Department 

Tacoma, WA 

 

Angela Nicholson, MSN, APRN, FNPC 

Hope for Tomorrow 

Charleston, WV 

 

Don Martin, MD 

Comprehensive Treatment Centers  

Appleton, WI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CC:  Majority Leader Charles Schumer       

Republican Leader Mitch McConnell 

Speaker Kevin McCarthy 

Democratic Leader Hakeem Jefferies 

Chairman Bernie Sanders 

Ranking Member Bill Cassidy, MD 

Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

Ranking Member Frank Pallone 

Chairman Jim Jordan 

Ranking Member Jerrold Nadler 

 


